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Georgian cartography developement period
Annotation

Georgian cartography begins counting its development in the 18th century. The history of the
development of Georgian cartography can be divided into three stages. The first phase covers the 18th
century, the second phase covers the 19th century, and the third phase covers the period from the
twentieth century to the present day.

The outstanding geographer, cartographer and historian Vakhushti Bagrationi (Batonishvili) stands
at the head of cartography in Georgia. He created the very first Georgian-language maps, which are
full-fledged cartographic works from a scientific point of view. Vakhushti maps gained full
recognition in European cartography. Vakhushti compiled three atlases and wrote the book
"Description of the Kingdom of Georgia" (Geography of Georgia). At this stage, Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani, Vakhtang Meekvse and Timothe Gabashvili also contributed to cartography.

In the second stage of development, mainly Russian cartographers worked in Georgia, whose
activities are mainly related to topographical planning and the compilation of vertical maps.

The third stage in the development of cartography is connected with the formation of scientific
cartography in Georgia. At this stage: Andria Benashvili, Sergi Tshkakaia, Aleksandre Javakhishvili,
Aleksandre Aslanikashvili, Grigol Khunjua, Aleksandre Samadbegov, Rostom Chekurishvili, Ioseb
Kartvelishvili, Jansug Kekelia and Nikoloz Beruchashvili. This stage is connected with the
establishment of the Department of Cartographic Profile at Thilisi State University, after which the
Institute of Cartography was established, which was later transformed into the Institute of
Geography. During this period, the first Georgian-language textbooks on cartography and
topography-geodesy were published. During this period, the theoretical foundations of cartography
were created, which was founded by Aleksandre Aslanikashvili. At this stage, the first geographic
information systems are introduced in Georgian cartography, both in practice and in the university
curriculum. The author of this direction in Georgia is Nikoloz Beruchashvili.



